
  
 MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Members of Colorado Medical Society 
From:  Physiciansʼ Congress for Health Care Reform 
Date:  September 9, 2010 
Subject: Analysis of PPACA using CMS policies 
 
 
On March 23, 2010, President Obama signed HR 3590, the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), into law.  
 
The CMS Board of Directors met in March in anticipation of the billʼs final 
passage, just two days before PPACA ultimately passed. The board directed the 
Physiciansʼ Congress to analyze the final bill in order to:  
1. Identify what is consistent with CMS policy, what needs to be amended, 

repealed, or included in future legislation (state or federal); 
2. Identify opportunities for the state such as pilot projects to position Colorado 

ahead of other states. 
3. Explore opportunities for collaboration with other stakeholders on next steps 

for reform in Colorado. 
4. Prepare a complete report for the House of Delegates at the 2010 annual 

meeting. 
 
The following is an analysis of the PPACA. It uses an objective, non-partisan 
summary analysis of the bill by the Kaiser Family Foundation. The Physiciansʼ 
Congress used this summary as a framework to analyze the bill and cross-
reference it to relevant CMS policy. CMS policy references are denoted in the left 
hand column of the following file; policy areas that are consistent, non-consistent 
or not contemplated within the bill are highlighted. The following abbreviations 
should be used for legend purposes: 

 
EM = Evaluation Matrix 
Prin = Guiding principle 
Crit = Criteria 
SOC = Systems of care policy 
MRP = Matrix reform plan policy 
CMS Pol # = Specified policy in the CMS policy manual  
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