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By Chet Seward, Senior Director, Division of Health Care Policy

For more than a decade health care reform has been a priority for the Colorado Medical Society (CMS). As 
debate continues nationally and locally on what the ideal framework for health care should be, it is important 
to remember where CMS has been to understand and underscore Colorado physicians’ experiences, 
perspectives and commitment to getting health care reform right. The following is a timeline of activity over 
the past decade.

Colorado Medical Society History 
of Health Care Reform

CMS champions bill in Colorado 
legislature to study health care reform 
and recommend solutions.

Creation of CMS Physicians’ Congress 
for Health Care Reform, development 
and approval of new guiding principles 
for reform.

Colorado Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Health Care Reform (aka SB208 
commission) develops reform 
proposals and recommendations to the 
legislature, all of which are assessed 
using CMS evaluation matrix.

CMS supports hospital provider fee to 
increase eligibility for Medicaid and 
the Children’s Health Insurance Plan.

A�ordable Care Act passes and is 
signed into law.

A�er an extensive membership 
engagement process, CMS supports 
Colorado’s opt in to the Medicaid 
expansion under the ACA.

CMS supports Colorado’s State 
Innovation Model (SIM) proposal to 
transform Colorado’s health system 
through integration of primary care 
and behavioral health.

CMS evaluates both the current 
multi-payer system and the proposed 
constitutional amendment 69 
(ColoradoCare).

Gov. Ritter announces Building Blocks 
for Health Care Reform. CMS assists 
in development and later supports.

CMS uses evaluation matrix to assess 
federal A�ordable Care Act 
(Obamacare) and conducts extensive 
member surveying and outreach.

CMS supports Gov. Hickenlooper’s 
State of Health plan to make Colorado 
the healthiest state in the nation.

CMS supports the Medicare Access & 
CHIP Reauthorization Act to repeal the 
Medicare Sustainable Growth Rate 
formula and initiate the biggest reform 
of physician payment and care 
delivery in 20 years.

CMS surveys members on latest 
federal health care reform (Trump-
care) priorities and provides �ndings 
along with analysis of American 
Health Care Act to Congressional 
Delegation.

Physicians’ Congress develops the 
evaluation matrix, a 71-point tool to 
assess reform proposals based upon 
physician values and priorities.

CMS House of Delegates votes to 
pursue health care reform as a 
priority.
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